
      
 
 

All nine lectures are held at the UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO MUSEUM OF 

NATURAL HISTORY (1030 Broadway, http://cumuseum.colorado.edu, 303-492-6892) at 

7:00 pm unless otherwise specified 

 

 

            

Wednesday 4 September 2013 

Kenneth and Ruth Wright (Wright Paleohydrological Institute) 

 

Ollantaytambo:  An Inca Imperial Center and its Terrace Systems 

Around the mid-15th century, the Inca emperor Pachacuti conquered and rebuilt Ollantaytambo; 

the town and the nearby region were incorporated into his personal estate, with extensive works 

of terracing and irrigation in the Urubamba Valley.  Boulder’s own Ken and Ruth Wright are 

currently mapping and studying the monumental terraces, following on their award-winning 

research at the Inca site of Moray and Colorado’s Mesa Verde. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

          

Wednesday 2 October 2013 

Scott Ortman (Department of Anthropology, University of Colorado – Boulder) 

 

Winds from the North:  resolving one of the great mysteries in American 

archaeology 

The origins of the Northern Rio Grande Pueblos and the collapse of Mesa Verde society 

represent two of the iconic episodes in American Archaeology, but despite a century of research, 

there is still no consensus on how, or even if, these two events are related. In this talk, Scott 

Ortman discusses his award-winning research which combines human biology, linguistics, 

archaeology and cultural anthropology to build a new understanding of this remarkable period in 

the U.S. Southwest. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wednesday 6 November 2013 

John Hoffecker  (Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research, University of Colorado – Boulder)  
 

 

The Earliest Modern Humans in Eastern Europe 

Homo sapiens arrived in Eastern Europe before 40,000 years ago, probably in several migratory 

waves.  Sites on the plains between the Carpathian to the Ural Mountains exhibit many parallels 

to the Paleoindian sites of the North American Plains and Southwest.  Large-mammal kill-

butchery areas are common, although they often are associated with a habitation area (which is 

known but less common in the North American sites). These sites provide evidence of major 

technological innovations that were critical to Homo sapiens adaptation to the cooler and less 

productive environments of the East European Plain-- artifact types commonly found in 

Paleoindian sites, including bifacial projectile points, flake scrapers, bifaces, and hammer-stones. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wednesday 4 December 2013 

Stephen Lekson (Museum of Natural History, University of Colorado – Boulder) 

 

New Frontiers in Southwestern Archaeology 

When we think of the Southwest, we usually think of Mesa Verde and other spectacular ruins of 

the Four Corners.  But some of the most interesting archaeology is out on the edges: Fremont in 

the north and Mimbres in the south.  We will trace the parallel (and divergent) paths of Fremont 

and Mimbres, illustrated with selected objects and artifacts from the Museum’s collections. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wednesday 15 January 2014 

Guy D.R. Sanders (American School of Classical Studies at Athens) 

 

What’s a Greek Urn?  Day Wages, Pottery Prices, and Household Goods in 

Medieval Europe  

One of the most vexing questions faced by archaeologists is how to correlate the material 

remains that they excavate to individuals or groups of different socio-economic statuses.  So 

while the activities of aristocrats are relatively easy to identify archaeologically, the other 95% of 

the population is largely invisible.  A new approach to this issue comes from an analysis of 

historical documents from medieval Europe, which allow us to reconstruct the economic 

activities and average household possessions of the urban and rural poor.  Using this new model, 



pottery and other archaeological data related to houses from various sites and periods can be 

evaluated to include (or exclude) evidence for the poor and middle classes.      

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wednesday 5 February 2014 

Dimitri Nakassis (Department of Classics, University of Toronto) 

 

The Road Less Traveled By?  History, Archaeology, and Landscape in 

Southern Greece 
At first glance, the tranquil valleys and mountain passes of the western Argolid give the 

appearance being of a rather isolated and unremarkable region in southern Greece. In reality, this 

fertile area is crisscrossed by ancient roads and dotted with ruins that testify to its importance to 

the major powers of Greece from Classical antiquity to the Ottoman Empire. An analysis of the 

historical record and extent archaeological remains shows that the western Argolid was a 

dynamic landscape whose study sheds new light on big questions in Greek archaeology.  

      

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Monday 31 March 2014 

Jodi Magness (Department of Religious Studies, University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill) 

 

JOUKOWSKY LECTURE:  The Archaeology of Qumran and the Dead Sea 

Scrolls 

In 1947, A Bedouin boy accidentally discovered ancient scrolls dating to about the time of Jesus 

in a cave on the NW shore of the Dead Sea. The remains of over 900 different scrolls were 

eventually found in 11 caves in the vicinity, which have come to be called the Dead Sea Scrolls/ 

They include Biblical books and related works (such as Hebrew Bible, Targums, Pesharim, 

Apocrypha, Pseudepigrapha) and literature describing the beliefs and practices of the Jewish sect 

that deposited the scrolls in the caves (e.g. the Damascus Document, the Manual of Discipline, 

the War Scroll). Many scholars identify this sect with the ancient Essenes described by Flavius 

Josephus, Philo Judaeus and Pliny the Elder. At least some of the members of this group lived at 

the site of Qumran which is adjacent to the caves where the scrolls were found. This slide-

illustrated lecture focuses on the archaeology of Qumran, which was excavated by Roland de 

Vaux in the 1950's, and the connection between the site and the scrolls from the cave.  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wednesday 2 April 2014 

Sarah James (Department of Classics, University of Colorado – Boulder) 

 



Don’t Believe Everything You Read:  Texts, Archaeology, and the Destruction 

of the Greek City of Corinth in 146 BC 

Generations of scholars have relied heavily on ancient literary accounts of the Roman sack of 

Corinth in the mid-2
nd

 c. BC to interpret archaeological remains in the city. Many Greek and 

Roman authors paint grim pictures of utter devastation and subsequent abandonment in Corinth 

and draw parallels to the razing of Rome’s greatest enemy Carthage. New archaeological 

evidence offers numerous challenges to both ancient descriptions and modern interpretations and 

shows how many Corinthians dealt with the aftermath of this well-known ancient destruction.  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Wednesday 7 May 2014 

Rebecca Schwendler (PaleoWest Archaeology) 

 

COLORADO HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH:  TBA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Contact Steve Lekson (lekson@colorado.edu, 303-492-6671) for further information on the 

Boulder Society 


