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Wednesday 17 September 2014 
Lawrence B. Conyers (University of Denver) 
 
Early Monumental Architecture in the Turkana Basin, Kenya:  Ancient 
landscape reconstruction, ground-penetrating radar mapping and the 
excavation of 4 stone pillar sites around ancient Lake Turkana 
 
The discovery and analysis of four standing-stone sites dating to about 5,000 years ago along what was 
the margin of ancient Lake Turkana provides a new model for how and why people constructed complex 
sites of this sort.  In this area the evidence shows that these were built about 1,000 years before any 
evidence of agriculture, and at the very beginnings of animal domestication.  Excavations this summer 
show that many hundreds of people were buried communally near and within these stone monuments, 
some associated with beautiful beads, ivory rings and other high status items.  Ground-penetrating radar 
analysis of the area near the standing stones shows a progression of burials over perhaps 500 years of time 
where the burial area was expanded, remodeled and changed.   These discoveries seem to suggest that our 
standard anthropological models for why people build monuments of this sort need to be refined or 
modified.  
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Wednesday 22 October 2014 
William W. Fitzhugh (Smithsonian Institution) 
Location:  Old Main Chapel 
 
Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga 
 
“Vikings: the North Atlantic Saga" explores the little-known story of the dramatic Viking/Norse 
expansion across the North Atlantic from 850-1000, and their explorations and settlement in Greenland 
and Northeastern North America. Special emphasis is on fads and fallacies in popular beliefs about 
"Vikings" in North America as contrasted with new archaeological evidence from Arctic and Subarctic 
regions where Norse contacts occurred with Native Americans--both Inuit and Indian. Finally, the lecture 
addresses the likely cases of failure of the western Norse colonies and implications for future human 
arctic endeavors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



               
 
Wednesday 12 November 2014 
William R. Caraher (University of North Dakota) 
 
Architecture and Assemblage at the Site of Polis-Chrysochous on Cyprus 
 
The last three decades has been a golden age in the archaeology of Late Antique Cyprus.  Recent work on 
the island has drawn from pioneering intensive surveys to meticulous excavations of rural sites that often 
fell outside the traditional scope of Mediterranean archaeological research. The theoretical innovation and 
methodologically significant fieldwork on Cyprus, however, has done little to project the island from the 
fringes of most archaeological conversations.  Falling at the fringes of the Levant and the Greek world, 
synthetic studies of Late Antiquity have overlooked archaeological evidence from the island that might 
contributed to the increasingly complicated views of regional exchange, Late Roman identity, and 
architectural practice.  
 
This lecture will discuss the ongoing work at the site of Polis-Chrysochous (ancient Arsinoë) on the 
western side of Cyprus where a team has worked to document both the architecture of one of two Early 
Christian basilicas and an associated assemblage of Late Roman ceramics.  The architecture and 
assemblage from this site demonstrates the connections between the city of Arsinoë and other sites on 
Cyprus as well as southern Anatolia.  At first glance, these links may appear an unremarkable 
consequence of the site’s location, but the character of the basilica and the nature of the assemblage reveal 
more than simply geographic determinism and hints at the material manifestations of the human decisions 
that constitute culture.  The significance of the past 30 years of field work on Cyprus, in this context, 
becomes clear as it provides an almost unparalleled potential to analyze the material culture of a series of 
related, yet distinct, sites in the ancient world. 
 
 
 



                                   
 
Wednesday 3 December 2014 
Nicholas Rockwell (University of Denver) 
 
Citizen-Soldiers in Classical Antiquity 
 
Citizen-soldiers provided the foundation for highly effective armies and broad political participation in 
ancient Greece and Rome.  The rise of large numbers of free citizens able to arm themselves at their own 
expense created fertile ground for revolutionary developments and the establishment of democratic and 
republican institutions in the ancient Mediterranean world.  This talk will begin with earlier political and 
military trends in Mesopotamia and Egypt and then proceed to discuss unique characteristics of Greece 
and Rome that contributed to mass participation in warfare and politics.  
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Wednesday 21 January 2015 
Sarah Milledge Nelson (University of Denver) 
 
Flutes, Wine, and Astronomy:  Shamans in Early East Asia 
 
Chinese archaeologists have identified a number of archaeological manifestations that they attribute to 
shamanism.  These include music (drums, flutes, and bells), alcoholic beverages, and evidence of worship 
of the sky.  This talk examines the Chinese evidence, and then considers it in the broader perspectives of 
shamanism in East Asia from the Neolithic to the present.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                          
 

Wednesday 18 February 2015 
Scott Gallimore (Wilfrid Laurier University) 
 
Creticum Vinum Excellens:  The Role of Cretan Wine in the Roman Economy 
 
The island of Crete has never received sufficient attention in discussions of the Roman economy. Well 
positioned along East-West and North-South trade routes, Crete’s economy flourished throughout Roman 
history as a transshipment point for goods travelling across the Mediterranean and as an exporter in its 
own right.  The most visible export shipped from the island’s shores was wine packaged in ceramic 
amphorae.  These amphorae have been found in almost every province of the Roman world, indicating the 
large scale of this export trade.  This lecture aims to examine three interconnected aspects of the trade in 
Cretan wine.  First, it assesses how and why the destination for the island’s exports changed over the 
course of Roman history.  In the first two centuries AD, the Tyrrhenian coast of Italy was the primary 
importer, followed by the southern Adriatic in the third and fourth centuries, and finally the region of the 
Black Sea in the Late Roman period.  Second, the paper assesses how the trade in Cretan wine can be 
used as a proxy for understanding broader economic patterns across the Mediterranean.  Finally, it asks 
the question ‘Why Cretan wine?’  What was the appeal of this product that led to it dominating the import 
market of so many centers throughout the Roman period? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                             
 
Monday 9 March 2015 
Matthew H. Johnson (Northwestern University) 
Location:  Old Main Chapel 
 
Understanding Bodiam Castle 
 
Bodiam Castle, built in the 1380s in south-eastern England, is perhaps the most extensively-discussed 
castle in medieval Europe.  It is certainly the most controversial – was it built as defence against the 
French, or was it an old soldier’s dream house, a fairytale castle set in a symbolic landscape?  In this talk, 
I report on three seasons of archaeological survey at Bodiam.  A team from the University of 
Southampton in the UK and Northwestern University in the USA, working in collaboration with the 
National Trust, have surveyed the castle fabric, mapped the surrounding landscape, and conducted 
geophysical survey.  Our conclusions are that the academic ‘battle for Bodiam’ has generated more heat 
than light.  I present a new view of the castle, stressing its active role in regional politics and economics, 
and understanding Bodiam at a series of scales from the smallest action of washing one’s hands in the 
chapel piscine out to the castle’s place in world history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                           
 
Wednesday 8 April 2015 
Cathy Cameron (University of Colorado) 
 
Captives and Culture Change 
 
Captives have been found in societies of all social levels throughout time, beginning possibly as early as 
the Neolithic.  Especially when they were captured as adults who remembered technologies, design styles, 
and religious practices from their homes, captives had the potential to be an important force for cultural 
transmission.  Archaeologists are just beginning to recognize and explore this important form of cultural 
transmission.  Using ethnohistoric case studies from around the world and especially North America, the 
prevalence and antiquity of captive-taking is discussed, as well as who is taken and what happens to them.  
Then I’ll explore the presence of captive women in Chaco Canyon, NM during the height of the Chaco 
Era.  
 
 
 
 
 



          
  
Wednesday 6 May 2015 
Douglas B. Bamforth (University of Colorado) 
 
COLORADO HISTORY PRESERVATION MONTH:  Clovis Culture 
TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Sarah James (sarah.a.james@colorado.edu, 303-492-0252) for further information 
on the Boulder Society 



PAST LECTURES 
 
2013-2014 
 
Ollantaytambo: An Inca Imperial Center and its Terrace Systems, Kenneth and Ruth Wright, Wright 
Paleohydrological Institute 
 
Winds from the North: Resolving One of the Great Mysteries in American Archaeology, Scott 
Ortman, University of Colorado 
 
The Earliest Modern Humans in Eastern Europe, John Hoffecker, University of Colorado 
 
New Frontiers in Southwestern Archaeology, Stephen Lekson, University of Colorado 
  
What’s a Greek Urn?  Day Wages, Pottery Prices, and Household Goods in Medieval Europe, Guy 
D.R. Sanders, American School of Classical Studies at Athens 
 
The Road Less Traveled By?  History, Archaeology, and Landscape in Southern Greece, Dimitri 
Nakassis, University of Toronto 
 
Joukowsky Lecture: The Archaeology of Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls, Jodi Magness, 
University of North Carolina 
 
Don’t Believe Everything You Read: Texts, Archaeology, and the Destruction of the Greek City of 
Corinth in 146 BC, Sarah James, University of Colorado 
 
Colorado History Preservation Month, Rebecca Schwendler, PaleoWest Archaeology 
 
 
2012-2013 
 
Spying on the Past: Satellite Imagery and Archaeology in Southern Mesopotamia, Carrie Hritz, 
Pennsylvania State University 
 
National Archaeology Day at the CU Museum of Natural History: Stephen H. Lekson, University of 
Colorado, on Mesa Verde, Inga Calvin, University of Colorado, on Maya Calendar, and Tyler Lansford, 
University of Colorado, on Ancient Rome 
 
Pompeii: A Typical Day in a Typical Roman Town, Shelly Martin, Archaeological Institute of 
America – Boulder Society 
 
Paupers and Peasants and Princes and Kings: Reconstructing Society in Late Bronze Age Greece, 
Dimitri Nakassis, University of Toronto (Co-sponsored with the Department of Classics and the Graduate 
Committee on the Arts & Humanities) 
 



Ancient Water Systems of Southern Turkey, Dennis Murphy, Archaeological Institute of America – 
Denver Society 
 
New Research on Old Pots: Developments in Southwestern Ceramic Analysis, Deborah L. Huntley, 
Archaeology Southwest & University of Colorado 
 
Department of Anthropology Distinguished Archaeologist Lecture: Bison Hunting as a Social 
Institution: A Bird’s Eye View, Marίa Nieves Zedeño, University of Arizona 
 
Governing Ancient Persia, Elspeth Dusinberre, University of Colorado 
 
What Horrible Thing Happened Around the World in AD 536?, Payson Sheets, University of 
Colorado 
 
Colorado History Preservation Month: An Archaeological Triptych: What Mastodons, Pueblo 
Processions, and Building a New Museum Can Teach Us about the Past, Richard Wilshusen, History 
Colorado Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
 


