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2016 - 2017 
Speaker 
Series 
 
Justin Leidwanger  Oct 5 Underwater Arch 
 
Stephen Nash, Deborah Nov 9 Southwest 
Huntley & Michele Koons 
 
John Hanson  Dec 7 Greece & Rome 
 
John Hoffecker  Jan 18 Beringia 
 
Paul Miller  Feb 8 Etruria 
 
Kim Shelton  Mar 1  Greece 
 
Elspeth Dusinberre  TBA Persia 
 
Peter Wood  May 3 Mississippi Arch 
                                                                        
 
Lectures are held at the UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY (1030 Broadway, Boulder, 
http://cumuseum.colorado.edu, 303-492-6892) at 7:00 pm 
un-less otherwise specified. 
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Justin Leidwanger 
Stanford University 
 

Between East and West at 
the End of Antiquity: the 
Marzamemi Shipwreck 
 
                Wed, Oct 5 @ 7 pm                         
             Eaton Humanities 1B50 
 
Situated at the crossroads of Mediterranean shipping, the 
southeast corner of Sicily witnessed its share of maritime 
disasters over the millennia. Among the dozens of ancient 
shipwrecks that foundered off these shores, the large 
vessel that sank near Marzamemi in the 6th century AD 
stands out. Since 2012, investigations by a team from 
Stanford University and the Soprintendenza del Mare have 
shed light on this monumental cargo of several hundred 
tons of partially prefabricated religious architectural 
elements, almost certainly en route from the northern 
Aegean region for decoration of some new, or newly 
renovated, early Christian church in the recently 
recaptured west. This peculiar site, the so-called 
Marzamemi “church wreck”, serves as vivid testimony to 
the struggle for integration—religious, economic, and 
political—among the disparate fragments of the once 
unified Roman world. Yet the wreck reflects far more than 
a prefabricated or “flat-pack” structure sent at imperial 
behest for rote provincial assembly. Together with 
emerging clues about the ship, crew, and cargo—from 
cooking pots, iron fasteners and tools, to transport 
amphora lids and mineral pigments—this assemblage 
raises critical questions about interrelated issues of private 
commercial and directed exchange, local and imperial 
patronage and propaganda, urban and provincial religious 
life, and maritime connectivity more generally. Through a 
more holistic approach that embraces the complexity of 
the site and situates it within its historical and 
archaeological context, we explore the social, political and 
other processes that fostered and sustained connectivity 
during the turbulent late antique world. 
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Stephen Nash, 
Michele Koons  
Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science 

and Deborah 
Huntley 
Archaeology Southwest 
 

         The Reserve Area 
    Archaeological Project 
                  2015-6 
 
                 Wed, Nov 9 @ 7 pm 
 
For six weeks in 2015 and 2016, archaeologists from the 
Denver Museum of Nature and Science’s Reserve Area 
Archaeological Project (RAAP) conducted survey work in 
the greater Reserve, New Mexico region.  They examined 
numerous tracts in a range of biomes to better understand 
the highly variable topographic setting and archaeological 
settlement patterns, documenting dozens of new sites in 
the process.  After spending a week in the New Mexico site 
files in Santa Fe in March 2016, the team also spent 
substantial time and effort re-locating and re-recording 
many previously (and often poorly) recorded sites in the 
region.  The team’s future research will focus on the 
Torriete Lakes region north of Reserve, where a single 
isolated great kiva exists within a broad, high-altitude 
meadow.  Small pueblos scatter the landscape like 
satellites around the great kiva and appear to encompass 
both the Reserve and Tularosa Phases.  Survey work in 
2017 will focus on a more detailed survey of the region, 
hopefully allowing us to parse the comparatively 
ephemeral Reserve Phase occupation from the more 
substantive Tularosa Phase occupation.  All of this will be 
done with an eye towards developing an excavation 
program in 2018. 
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John Hanson 
University of Colorado 
 

     New Perspectives on 
        Ancient Urbanism 
 
                 Wed, Dec 7 @ 7 pm 
 
Although we’ve always known that cities were one of the 
most important features of the Greek and Roman world, 
we’ve actually had very little idea about basic aspects of 
the urbanism of the ancient world, such as how many of 
these settlements there were, where they distributed and 
how they changed over time, how large they were, and 
how many people lived in them compared to villages, 
hamlets, and farms.  In this talk, I will attempt to answer 
some of these questions, drawing on the new research on 
ancient urbanism that has been put forward in my 
forthcoming book, and explore what it can tell us about 
what it was like to live in the ancient world and how it 
compared to the medieval and modern world.                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA • BOULDER 

 

John Hoffecker 
University of Colorado 
 

    The Peopling of the 
     Americas in Global 
            Perspective 
 
                Wed, Jan 18 @ 7 pm 
 
The peopling of the Americas was part of the wider global 
dispersal of anatomically modern humans (Homo sapiens), 
who expanded out of Africa about 75,000–60,000 years 
ago, occupying Australia/New Guinea no later than 50,000 
years ago and invading northern Eurasia at roughly the 
same time.  The global dispersal of Homo sapiens is being 
reconstructed through a synthesis of skeletal, genetic 
(including ancient DNA), and archaeological data.  
Adaptation to new environments—some of which had 
never been inhabited previously by Homo—was effected 
by design of complex technologies, including navigable 
watercraft, insulated clothing, and mechanical devices 
(probably including automata such as traps, snares, and 
weirs for harvesting small vertebrates).  People occupied 
Beringia and the Arctic no later than 32,000 years ago and 
possibly as early as ~45,000 years ago, but apparently 
were unable to expand into the Americas due to 
coalescence of ice sheets in northern North America until 
~15,000 years ago.  During the Last Glacial Maximum 
(~28,000–16,000 years ago), human populations in Africa, 
Europe, Asia, and Australia abandoned the coldest and/or 
driest areas and retreated to various refugia.  The 
ancestral Native American population may have occupied 
parts of Beringia during this period (‘Beringian Standstill 
Hypothesis’), but this has yet to be confirmed with skeletal 
remains, ancient DNA, and/or archaeological data.  In any 
case, a relatively large and diverse population migrated 
southward from Beringia along the Pacific coast after 
15,000 years ago, rapidly dispersing throughout 
unglaciated North and South America by 13,000 years ago 
(an interior migration route was not available until after 
13,000 years ago).   
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Paul Miller 
AIA – Denver Society 
 

Dissemination or 
Synoecism? 
Archaeological 
Perspectives on the Socio- 
cultural Transformation of  
Etruria from 900-580 BC 
 
                Wed, Feb 8 @ 7 pm 
                      
The evidence for societal changes in Etruria from 900-580 
BC is archaeologically prominent and it is clear that many 
aspects of Etruscan life changed significantly over the 
course of a few generations.  For decades, archaeologists 
and etruscologists emphasized this significant transition in 
society by comparing the relatively austere and egalitarian 
cultural materials and structures of the Early Iron Age 
(900-720 BC) Villanovan culture with those of the Etruscan 
culture from the Orientalising period (720-580 BC).  As the 
name ‘Orientalizing’ suggests, much has been made of the 
seemingly foreign and élite nature of Orientalizing period 
materials and structures.  At face value, the society and 
cultures of the Early Iron Age appear to be in stark 
opposition to the lavish grave goods and monumental 
tombs that underscore the popular perceptions of the 
Etruscan culture.  However, over the last twenty years, 
scholars have recognized that evidence for societal 
changes in the Orientalizing period may in fact have their 
root in the Early Iron Age. As a result, there is some debate 
over the broader stimuli for societal changes, primarily 
resulting from how the evidence is compiled and 
presented.  This lecture will highlight whether it is possible 
to reconcile the old interpretations for societal changes 
with the new evidence. 
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Kim Shelton 
University of California - Berkeley 
 

Joukowsky Lecture: 
Pottery, Paintings, and 
Pinakides: The Latest Dirt 
from Petsas House, 
Mycenae 
 
                Wed, Mar 1 @ 7 pm 
 
This elaborately illustrated lecture will present the results 
of eleven seasons of excavation by the Archaeological 
Society of Athens at ‘Petsas House’ in the settlement of 
the famous Bronze Age palatial center at Mycenae. A look 
into a complex structure of the 14th century BCE reveals 
domestic and workshop use together with an expanding 
role in the socio-political life of the palace. Pottery, as the 
primary artifact type, is examined within its production, 
storage, and distribution contexts. A well, excavated 
within the building complex, provides evidence for the life 
of the building, for its violent destruction, and for human 
agency in a post-destruction reclamation phase. The 
excavator will present material produced in this workshop 
alongside a picture of life in the building together with 
evidence for a relationship to the palace through 
fragments of Linear B tablets and of contact with the 
greater Mycenaean and Mediterranean world during the 
14th c. BCE.  
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Elspeth Dusinberre 
University of Colorado 
 

      Phrygian Cremation 
        Burials at Gordion  
 
                              TBA 

Of the 35 burial tumuli at the site of Gordion, capital of 
ancient Phrygia, 11 cover cremation burials. They date 
between 625 and 525 BCE, spanning some of the most 
turbulent times in the history of central Anatolia when 
Phrygians, Medes, Lydians, and eventually Persians were 
vying for political and military control of the area. How did 
these changes affect the lives and values of people living 
at Gordion? This talk explores the continuity in particular 
local traditions and the development of new ideas and 
expressions as shown through the spectacular mortuary 
remains of Gordion's elite inhabitants. Gold, ivory, bronze 
cauldrons, and horse sacrifice form only a part of the 
elaborate tale that emerges from these still-unpublished 
remains.   
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       Peter Wood 
 

       Archaeology and 
    Historic Preservation 
                 Month 
 
Missing the Boat:  Ancient 
     Dugout Canoes in the 
      Mississippi-Missouri 
             Watershed 
 
Cosponsored with the Indian 
Peaks Chapter of the Colorado 
Archaeological Society 
 
                Wed, May 3 @ 7 pm 
 
We understand far more about Native American birch bark 
canoes in the Northeast than we do about the wooden 
dugout canoes used farther south and west in the 
Mississippi and Missouri River Valleys in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries.  We know that these large vessels, 
reported by De Soto, Lahontan and others, were fashioned 
from cedar, poplar, and cottonwood trunks.  But how big, 
how numerous, and how widely dispersed were these 
canoes?  How far back do they go in time, and how did the 
introduction of European metal tools influence or alter the 
construction of these boats?  This talk will suggest 
preliminary answers to these and related questions. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Sarah James 
(sarah.a.james@colorado.edu,  
303-492-0252) or look for us on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/AIABoulder 



for further information on the Boulder 
Society. 
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PAST LECTURES 
 
2015-2016 
 
Cleopatra:  An Archaeological Perspective on  
Egypt’s Last Pharaoh 
John Hale, University of Louisville 
 
Landscape, Memory and Colonial 
Encounters in Mozambique (19th – 21st 
Centuries) 
M. Dores Cruz, University of Denver 
 
Land and Underwater Archaeology Research 
at Lake Sibinacocha Cusco, Peru  
Carlos Ausejo, Peruvian Center for Maritime 
and Underwater Archaeology 
and Preston Sowell, Environmental Scientist 
 
Re-ensouling the Ruined in Late Classic 
Coastal Oaxaca, Mexico 
Arthur Joyce 
 
St. Peter in Rome: A Historian’s Perspective 
Tyler Lansford, University of Colorado 
 
Invading the Globe: The Long Journey of 
Homo sapiens 
Jamie Hodgkins, University of Colorado 
 
Assembling the Past and Altering the Future:  
Memory Construction and Collaborative 
Archaeology at Punta Laguna, Mexico 
Sarah Kurnick, Lehigh University 
 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Month 
Holly Norton, Colorado State Archaeologist and 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
 
2014-2015 
 

Early Monumental Architecture in the 
Turkana Basin, Kenya:  Ancient landscape 
reconstruction, ground-penetrating radar 
mapping and the excavation of 4 stone pillar 
sites around ancient Lake Turkana, Lawrence 
B. Conyers, University of Denver 
 
Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga, William W. 
Fitzhugh, Smithsonian Institution 
 
Architecture and Assemblage at the Site of 
Polis-Chrysochous on Cyprus, William R. 
Caraher, University of North Dakota 
 
Citizen-Soldiers in Classical Antiquity, 
Nicholas Rockwell, University of Denver 
 
Flutes, Wine, and Astronomy:  Shamans in 
Early East Asia, Sarah Milledge Nelson, 
University of Denver 
 
Creticum Vinum Excellens:  The Role of 
Cretan Wine in the Roman Economy, Scott 
Gallimore, Wilfrid Laurier University 
 
Understanding Bodiam Castle Matthew H. 
Johnson, Northwestern University 
 
Captives and Culture Change, Cathy 
Cameron, University of Colorado 
 
Colorado History Preservation Month:  
When Is A Hunter-Gatherer?  On the Cusp 
of Maize Farming in Western Nebraska, 
Douglas B. Bamforth, University of Colorado 
 
 
2013-2014 
 
Ollantaytambo: An Inca Imperial Center and 
its Terrace Systems, Kenneth and Ruth Wright, 
Wright Paleohydrological Institute 
 
Winds from the North: Resolving One of the 
Great Mysteries in American Archaeology, 
Scott Ortman, University of Colorado 



 
The Earliest Modern Humans in Eastern 
Europe, John Hoffecker, University of Colorado 
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New Frontiers in Southwestern Archaeology, 
Stephen Lekson, University of Colorado 
  
What’s a Greek Urn?  Day Wages, Pottery 
Prices, and Household Goods in Medieval 
Europe, Guy D.R. Sanders, American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens 
 
The Road Less Traveled By?  History, 
Archaeology, and Landscape in Southern 
Greece, Dimitri Nakassis, University of Toronto 
 
Joukowsky Lecture: The Archaeology of 
Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls, Jodi 
Magness, University of North Carolina 
 
Don’t Believe Everything You Read: Texts, 
Archaeology, and the Destruction of the 
Greek City of Corinth in 146 BC, Sarah 
James, University of Colorado 
 
Colorado History Preservation Month, 
Rebecca Schwendler, PaleoWest Archaeology 
 
 
2012-2013 
 
Spying on the Past: Satellite Imagery and 
Archaeology in Southern Mesopotamia, 
Carrie Hritz, Pennsylvania State University 
 
National Archaeology Day at the CU Museum 
of Natural History: Stephen H. Lekson, 
University of Colorado, on Mesa Verde, Inga 
Calvin, University of Colorado, on Maya  
Calendar, and Tyler Lansford, University of 
Colorado, on Ancient Rome 
 
Pompeii: A Typical Day in a Typical Roman 
Town, Shelly Martin, Archaeological Institute 
of America – Boulder Society 
 

Paupers and Peasants and Princes and Kings: 
Reconstructing Society in Late Bronze Age 
Greece, Dimitri Nakassis, University of Toronto 
(Co-sponsored with the Department of Classics 
and the Graduate Committee on the Arts & 
Humanities) 
 
Ancient Water Systems of Southern Turkey, 
Dennis Murphy, Archaeological Institute of 
America – Denver Society 
 
New Research on Old Pots: Developments in 
Southwestern Ceramic Analysis, Deborah L. 
Huntley, Archaeology Southwest & University 
of Colorado 
 
Department of Anthropology Distinguished 
Archaeologist Lecture: Bison Hunting as a 
Social Institution: A Bird’s Eye View, Marίa 
Nieves Zedeño, University of Arizona 
 
Governing Ancient Persia, Elspeth Dusinberre, 
University of Colorado 
 
What Horrible Thing Happened Around the 
World in AD 536?, Payson Sheets, University 
of Colorado 
 
Colorado History Preservation Month: An 
Archaeological Triptych: What Mastodons, 
Pueblo Processions, and Building a New 
Museum Can Teach Us about the Past, 
Richard Wilshusen, History Colorado Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation 


